Influence of albumin and non-esterified fatty acids on serum prostacyclin binding in pregnancy.
We investigated the etiology of the previously documented decrease in serum prostocyclin binding during pregnancy. Addition of albumin to the serum of pregnant women failed to raise binding to non-pregnant levels. Pregnancy serum bound significantly more prostacyclin following the removal of non-esterified fatty acids and the addition of fatty acid free albumin resulted in a rise in binding to non-pregnant levels. We conclude that serum protein prostacyclin binding is affected by both albumin concentration and non-esterified fatty acids.